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September 11, 2001—New York City 
On September 11, 2001, two jumbo passenger 

jets crashed into the World Trade Center Towers in 
New York City. In the United States, every media 
network preempted its scheduled programming to 
cover this tragic event. Around the world, people 
watched as skyscrapers blazed then crumbled to the 
ground. Building after building collapsed as people 
ran in every direction desperately seeking safety. 

In the following days, the nation realized “Sep-
tember 11th” was one of the greatest disasters the 
United States had ever experienced. Great buildings 
were reduced to rubble in just hours and more than 
three thousand people died that day. 

The city immediately began receiving assistance 
from across the country: firefighters flew in from 
Florida; people bundled blankets in Missouri; and 
the surrounding states shipped in food and water. 
Around the world, government leaders expressed 
their outrage and shared their condolences on the 
losses caused by this unprecedented tragedy. 

In the United States, people mourned, buried 
the dead, and proceeded to appropriate and expend 
billions of dollars to restore the city of New York by 
re-establishing utilities, clearing away the rubble, 
rebuilding structures, and hiring the people who 
are essential to maintaining a society. 

Food, water, and blankets helped New York sur-
vive; however, the city needed buildings, utilities, 
and trained professionals to help it recover. 

September 11, 2001—Africa 
That same September 11th was also a day of trag-

edy in another part of the world. Thousands of peo-
ple died in Africa: children died from malaria, bac-
teria-laden water claimed thousands of lives, and 
malnutrition claimed thousands more. As the sun 
set in Africa on September 11th, millions of people 
fell asleep ill and malnourished, and tens of mil-
lions of people awoke the next morning and spent 
most of their day trying to get enough food and wa-
ter to live one more day. 

This tragic drama has been occurring for dec-
ades and it will continue. Food, water, and blankets 
will help Africa to survive; however, for Africa to 
thrive it must build the essential infrastructure and 
gather the critical mass of trained professionals 

needed to develop and sustain a modern, produc-
tive society. 

Education Creates Great Nations 

Education is vital for stabilizing environmental, 
human, and cultural loss; education is the only 
process for strengthening a continent; and only 
education will create a community of professionals 
who can advance a self-sustaining civilization. 

This paper proposes the creation of a university 
system that will serve the continent of Africa. To be 
maximally effective, this system should be modeled 
on the land-grant university system started in the 
United States of America by the Morrill Act signed 
into law by President Abraham Lincoln on July 2, 
1862. In the 145 years that have passed since that 
profoundly important event, the 105 land-grant in-
stitutions in the United States are among the 
world’s leading centersB of education, research, and 
service in food production, engineering, medicine, 
and technology. 

Across the United States, every state has a land-
grant campus that serves as a flagship institution of 
higher education. These campuses have been at the 
forefront of development and progress in the 
United States. The faculty members teaching and 
conducting research at these campuses have been 
the major “movers and shakers” in the ascension of 
the United States from a sparsely populated fron-
tier country in the late 19th Century, to the world 
power and commerce center that the U.S. is at the 
dawn of the 21st century. Land-grant colleges and 
universities are where people learn how to improve 
food production, strengthen healthcare, and design 
and deploy technologies that have raised the stan-
dard of living in the United States. 

The land-grant colleges and universities in the 
United States are synonymous with the leading 
edge developments in science and technology 
around the world. These institutions have achieved 
their high stature through a combination of having 
a clearly defined education and research mandate, 
adequate sources of funding, the highest levels of 
administrative competence, and outstanding facul-
ties who translate their institution’s ambitions into 
tangible realities. 
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A land-grant style university system is the cen-
tral ingredient for ensuring Africa will move beyond 
surviving into the realms of thriving in the decades 
ahead. This paper serves as a contribution to the 
planning, dialogue, and actions that must occur to 
chart a prosperous future for Africa. 

Education Stimulates Transformation 
Education is an extraordinary process; it in-

cludes: 

 Communicating knowledge (teaching), 
 Acquiring knowledge (learning), 

 Applying knowledge (praxis), and 
 Discovering knowledge (research). 

Education is profoundly valuable: it is the founda-
tion of society and it prepares people for the future. 
Education is the basis for transformation in Africa. 

Education simultaneously preserves and ad-
vances African culture. Education preserves Africa 
by ensuring a shared understanding of the meaning 
of language & writing, and by identifying and valu-
ing the important aspects of African culture (laws, 
the arts, music, history, business, etc.). Education 
advances Africa, in that educated people are articu-
late advocates of change, knowledgeable planners, 
and capable managers. As the American educator 
and philosopher, John Dewey noted: 

Any genuine teaching will result, if successful, in 
someone's knowing how to bring about a better 
condition of things than existed earlier.  

Education is the most important, most enduring, 
and most reliable method for improving human 
well-being throughout Africa. 

All educational activities are based on assump-
tions about the future. If a culture believes technol-
ogy will be important, then technology becomes an 
important feature of education. If a culture believes 
healthcare will be important, then healthcare be-
comes an important feature of education. As the fu-
turist, Alvin Toffler noted: 

All education springs from some image of the fu-
ture. If the image of the future held by a society is 
grossly inaccurate, its education system will be-
tray its youth. 

To be maximally effective, education must prepare 
students for the future; however, the future is a pro-
jection based on the information available today. 
Our planning to strengthen higher education in Af-
rica must be guided by the best possible informa-
tion on the future demands Africa will face. 

Effective education transforms students. This 
transformation requires understanding, not memo-
rization. To be effective, education must help stu-

dents reach an understanding and this is best 
achieved in engagement. A Chinese proverb notes: 

Tell me and I forget. Show me and I remember. 
Involve me and I understand.  

Good education arises from superior teaching, and 
superior teachers create the inviting, engaging, 
transformative learning experiences that help stu-
dents meet high standards of performance.C 

Finally, the educational needs of each generation 
change as a function of the successes of the prior 
generation. Educational systems and the curricula 
they support must effectively met the most pressing 
needs of the present and the near future. When 
food is scarce, education must champion the prepa-
ration of people knowledgeable in food production. 
When food is abundant, then employment oppor-
tunities may shift to housing and civil engineering. 
As the American revolutionary, John Adams wrote: 

I must study politics and war, that my sons may 
have the liberty to study mathematics and phi-
losophy, geography, natural history, and naval 
architecture, navigation, commerce, and agricul-
ture, in order to give their children a right to 
study painting, poetry, music, architecture, 
statuary, tapestry and porcelain. 

Education must be designed to be practical for Af-
rica’s current realities and respectful of Africa’s fu-
ture. It must engage students to promote under-
standing; thereby nurturing a generation of people 
who will “bring about a better condition of things 
than existed earlier.” Education will lead the trans-
formation of Africa. 

Africa 

Africa is a land of contrasts. Africa has vast de-
serts and dense rain forests. The continent has tow-
ering mountains and vast flat valleys. Africa has 
both the richest biodiversity in the world and the 
least inhabitable land on the planet. Africa is a land 
of great scarcity and enormous abundance. 

Africa is two major regions on one continent. 
Northern Africa is familiar to everyone as Morocco, 
Algeria, Libya, and Egypt. Northern Africa is the 
land of the Sahara desert, pyramids, and oil. South 
of this area is the land of sub-Sahara Africa. Sub-
Sahara Africa is the land most popularly associated 
with the great continent of Africa; it is a land of li-
ons, elephants, zebras, and jungles. 

Throughout history, sub-Sahara Africa has been 
a land of many resources that have been the inter-
est of other nations. These resources substantially 
advanced the countries that exploited them and be-
came the basis for the emerging world trade that 
strengthen economies in the United States, Europe, 
and the rest of the developing world. 
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Today, most of the counties in sub-Sahara Africa 
have agricultural economies and many of these 
countries have standards of living that are signifi-
cantly lower than the rest of the world. The coun-
tries of sub-Sahara Africa are among the least de-
veloped of the world’s underdeveloped countries. 
The people of sub-Sahara Africa often face signifi-
cant challenges in securing safe drinking water, 
adequate food, and good healthcare. 

Education will lead Africa’s transformation. 
The process begins with clearly identifying the 
needs that will be met, drafting continent-wide 
plans with country specific initiatives, establishing 
achievable outcomes, deploying the support struc-
ture necessary with timelines and milestones, and 
providing the resources colleges and universities 
need to meet their new, ambitious missions. 

It is time to launch a university system in Africa: 
the World is ready and Africa is ready. The planet 
must seize this important opportunity to make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of tens of millions 
of people. 

The World is Ready 
We live on a planet that grows smaller with each 

passing moment. Dramatic improvements in in-
formation collection and distribution, and equally 
spectacular changes in our ability to communicate 
with each other, have compressed space and time. 
A message or picture can cross ten thousand miles 
at the speed of light, and extensive medical infor-
mation on fifty million people can be stored on a 
digitized micro-cassette that fits easily in a child’s 
hand. Satellite imagery and global positioning sys-
tem mapping have taught us many facts about our 
world; yet, the most important fact is that we all 
share a common destiny. Planet Earth is a single 
ecosystem and we are all one people—one family. 

In September 2000, leaders from 189 countries 
met and set an ambitious agenda for reducing pov-
erty and improving lives around the world. The re-
port of this summitD details the United Nations’ 
priorities. 

The following list summarizes these eight goals 
and the target dates for accomplishment. 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger—Target 
for 2015: Halve the proportion of people living 
on less than a dollar a day and those who suffer 
from hunger. 

2. Achieve universal primary education—Target 
for 2015: Ensure that all boys and girls com-
plete primary school. 

3. Promote gender equality and empower 
women—Targets for 2005 and 2015: Eliminate 

gender disparities in primary and secondary 
education preferably by 2005, and at all levels 
by 2015. 

4. Reduce child mortality—Target for 2015: Re-
duce by two thirds the mortality rate among 
children under five 

5. Improve maternal health—Target for 2015: Re-
duce by three-quarters the ratio of women dy-
ing in childbirth. 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other dis-
eases—Target for 2015: Halt and begin to re-
verse the spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence 
of malaria and other major diseases. 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability—Targets: 
a) Integrate the principles of sustainable devel-
opment into country policies and programmes 
and reverse the loss of environmental re-
sources; b) By 2015, reduce by half the propor-
tion of people without access to safe drinking 
water; and c) By 2020 achieve significant im-
provement in the lives of at least 100 million 
slum dwellers. 

8. Develop a global partnership for development—
Targets: a) Develop further an open trading and 
financial System that includes a commitment to 
good governance, development and poverty re-
duction – nationally and internationally; b) Ad-
dress the least developed countries’ special 
needs, and the special needs of landlocked and 
small island developing States; c) Deal compre-
hensively with developing countries’ debt prob-
lems; d) Develop decent and productive work 
for youth; e) In cooperation with pharmaceuti-
cal companies, provide access to affordable es-
sential drugs in developing countries; f) In co-
operation with the private sector, make avail-
able the benefits of new technologies–especially 
information and communications technologies. 

As these goals so clearly indicate, poverty, dis-
ease, hunger, and education are global priorities. 
Africa represents a major opportunity to develop 
and implement solutions to these pressing prob-
lems. Goal 8 clearly articulates the need for a world 
partnership to respond to these challenges. A pan-
Africa university system will be a world response to 
reducing hunger, poverty, and disease in Africa. 

Africa is Ready 
Africa is a united continent. The African Union 

serves as a voice for Africa and the New Partnership 
for African Development represents one of Africa’s 
most important new organizations. Operating un-
der the auspices of the African Union, the new 
partnership is a “vision and strategic framework for 
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Africa’s renewal.”E The new partnership has four 
primary objectives: 

 To eradicate poverty; 

 To place African countries, both individually 
and collectively, on a path of sustainable 
growth and development; 

 To halt the marginalization of Africa in the 
globalization process and enhance its full and 
beneficial integration into the global econ-
omy; and 

 To accelerate the empowerment of women. 

Africa is ready for a continent-wide university 
system that will make substantial contributions to 
reducing poverty, contributing to sustainable 
growth, and halting the marginalization of Africa in 
the globalization process. 

East Africa is Ready 
The Intergovernmental Authority on Develop-

ment is an East African organization representing 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the Su-
dan, and Uganda. This organization sets as one of 
its important objectives: Initiate and promote pro-
grams and projects to achieve regional food security 
and sustainable development of natural resources 
and environmental protection, and encourage and 
assist efforts of member states to collectively com-
bat drought and other natural and manmade disas-
ters and their consequences.F 

Speaking through its voice of the Intergovern-
mental Authority on Development, East Africa is 
ready for a university system that will contribute to 
regional food security and sustainable develop-
ment. 

We Cannot Delay 

Africa—especially sub-Sahara Africa—continues 
to suffer the consequences of failed global policy, 
devastating changes in climate, and a history of ex-
ploitation. Poverty, disease, and the loss of hope 
within a people is a fertile breeding ground for the 
values, thoughts, and actions that culminate in geo-
political terrorism. Higher education in Africa will 
better equip Africans with the knowledge and skills 
that create economic opportunity, build businesses, 
and support communities—these actions reduce the 
likelihood of desperate people turning to terrorism 
in search of relief from their pain and despair. 

For the past few years—and especially during the 
past six months—the world has been preparing to 
chart a new history for Africa, creating a land that 
nourishes its people, reduces poverty, improves 
health, and prospers as a full partner in the world 
economy. 

The time is right for a pan-Africa university 
system that will rise to meet the many, substantial 
challenges to strengthen food security, improve 
healthcare and well-being, promote education, 
and facilitate technology transfer. 
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